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It is a commonplace by now to state that the popular representation of his-
tory is booming." This rising interest in history emerged in the 1980s, and it
has been at a peak since the second half of the 1990s. This trend is reflected
in such indicators as increasing numbers of visitors to historical exhibitions
and museums; considerable public interest in controversies among historic-
al e:xperts;2 and the prominence of historical topics in new and old media, in
documentary and fictional genres, or in performative forms (theme parks,
living history and re-enactments). Numerous websites on the internet, art-
icles on Wikipedia, CD-ROM productions and historical computer games
attest the phenomenon’s expansion into the digital media. We witness these
trends all over the world, in the global North as well as increasingly in the
global South. In many cultures, representations of history are of major sig-
nificance for the negotiation of national, ethnic and regional identities. The
contemporary re-turn to history helps to construct continuity and orienta-

1 For their help in editing this volume, we would like to thank Natalie Churn,
Kathrin G6b and Kerstin Lohr.

2 A German instance is the controversy surrounding the Wehrmachtsausstellung
in the 1990s — an exhibition focusing on the war crimes of German soldiers on
the Eastern Front during the Second World War. For Britain, one could name
the recent debate about the bicentenary of the abolition of slavery in 2007 (cf.
Korte/Pirker 2011).
















